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Mr. Heron was a friend of all of us and of
everyone with whom he eame into contact.
A large-hearted, good-natured, good-tem-
pered man, he thought only well of people,
sud never ill of them. We cannot afford
the loss of such a man. He was with us
for the past cight years, and during the
whole of that time be invariably displayed
the ntmost good-temper in the most {rying
circumstances. This occasion, I believe, is
the first on which anything of the kind has
happened within the precincts of Parlia-
ment in this State, although it has hap-
pened many times in other States. T do
not know what there is in public life that
takes so much out of members, but there
is something—perbhaps suppressed excite-
ment or irritation—that is harmful to some
natures. 1 agree with the Premier that we
shall miss AMr., Heron, and that we shall
all remember him for a verv long time, He
did his duty loyally by this country and
the people of this country. We mourn his
loss, and we deeply svmpathise with his
family.

ME. THOMSON (Katauning) [4.37]: It
is my sorrowful duty also to suppogt the
motion moved by the Premier. The sudden
death of our highly respected colleague
should remind us all of our inevitable des-
tiny. Tom Heron in his passing from us,
might be said to have died at his post.
We all desire to extend to his loved ones
our sincerest and deepest sympathy and
trust for eonsolation they will be able fo
lift their eves above to Him in whose hands
alone are the issues of life and death, and
to whose mevey the bereaved can look for
help and consolation.

MR. SPEAKER [4.38]: Hon. members
will pardon me if I add briefly to the
kindly words uttered by the Leaders of the
parties in this Chamber. 1 feel that per-
sonally T have suffered a loss by the de-
cease of the hon. memher. From what has
been said and frow what we all know, the
deceased was a loyal comrade to all his
fellow-legislators in this Assembly. He was
an carnest eitizen and, wmay 1 say, a con-
scientious palitician, s kindly father, an
affectionate husband, a man amongast men.
We alt feel lis loss, and if we feel it so
keenly, what wust they feel who mourn for
him to-night? T ask members to earvy the
motion hy standing in their places.

Question passed; members standing.

House adjourned at 410 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, CRANE AT
COMET VALE.

Hon. kK. H. IIARBRIS asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, On what date was a crane
crected at the Comet Vale railway sta-
tion? 2, As the Uladsome and Sand
Queen Gold Mines [Limited recently re-or-
ganised, issued fresh eapital, and resumed
mining operations at Comet Vale, what
prompted the Government to remove the
only erane available at that centre? 3,
What is the estimated cost of damage to
the crane by the explosives used in dis-
mantling it? 4, Is it proposed to re-evect
it after effecting the neeessary repairs? If
so, where?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
J1th November, 1912, 2, There is no use
for the erane at Comet Vale. 3, The cost
of damage, it any, is not vet known. 4 (a)
‘es.  (b) Salmon Gums.

QUESTION—LEAD ORE, RAILWAY
FREIGHTS.

Hon. E. IL HALL asked the Chief See-
retaryv: 1, Having rezard for the low price
of lead, and in an effort to assist lead
mining operations (hrouvhout the North-
ampton mining areas, will the Government
favourably consider the desirahility of re-
ducing the railway rates on lead ore from
Ajana and other stations to Fremantle? 2,
Is the Chief Secvetary aware that the pre-
sent rate charged is 26is. 10d. per ton from
Ajana, whereas if departmental regwnla-
tions were complied with, and ore were
sent in tracks which would otherwise re-
turn empty, the rate would be 16s. per ton?
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3, Cannot instructions be given that dur-
ing the winter months ihe cheaper rate will
operate until the price of lead enables the
men engaged in the industry to make a
living and pay the higher rate?

The CHUEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
It would not be possible to reduce the pre-
sent rates, which are non-paying. 2, The
rate charged when trucks have to be sup-
plied from Geraldton is 21s, 7d., and 16s.
per ton if truck is loaded in to Ajana. 3,
Chnless the trucks are returning empty the
low rate could nof he rharged.

MOTION—MAIN ROADS BOARD

ADMINISTRATION.
To inquire by Select Commitiee.
HON, H. STEWART (South-Bast)

[4.35]:

That a Seleet Committee be appointed to in-
quire into the provisions of the Main Roads Aet,
1925, and the administration thereof,

Prior to May last the Main Roads Aet
had been in operation for barely two
years. That was about sufficiently long to
enable one to form an estimate as to how
the provisions of the Aect operated and
how they had been administered. At that
time the Main Hoads Board made alloca-
tions umder Scetion 30 of the Act of the
proportion of the cxpenditure on main
roads that was to be borne by the local
anthoritics en the basis of the benefit they
would receive. This stage was marked by
an outery from the local authorities eon-

I move—

cerned, by letters aud requests to the
Press, and hy protests and resolutions
from the 1Ineal governing authorities

against the contributions they were called
uapon to pay for those benefits. Further.
more, the read hoards ealled distriet con-
ferences and also passed resolutions of
protest. There were also condemnations
of the administration of the Main Roeads
Board and charges of wasteful expendi-
tnre. The outery seemed unniversal, and
eame from all who were chiefly concerned.
1 have read them all and have copies of
all the resolutions and other matters that
were publisbed. They form quite a bulky
amount of printed matter. That outery
has heen attributed by the Government to
political propaganda for electioneering
porposes. 1 have heen unable fo find any
avidence in support of that view. My first
intimation that this Aect, which had been
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treated as a non-party measure, was being
used as a factor in party polities was the
report of the speeeh by Mr. C. W. Ham-
mond, a candidate for the Metropolitan
Province. In the ‘‘Daily News'' of the
21lst May last Mr. Hammond is reported
as having said—

The Main Roads Act of to-day was a dis-
tinet product of the Legislative Council, being
formulated by Mr. Stewart, M.I.C., and a
sclect committee of six, and it is this product
of the Upper Houwse that is responsible en-
tirely for the protests that are lbeing made
and wrongly placed to the vespousibility of
the Government.

If the legislation is bad, the select committee
is primarily responsible, bhut if the evils
complaived of arise not so much from the
legislation as from the administration, then
the board, and the Government who ap-
pointed and supervise them, are respousible.
From the many and extensive complaints
through the Press prior to Mr. Hammonid’s
statement I will quote only one as an illus-
tration. This was published in the “West
Australian” of the 23rd April of this year
and is as follows:—

Within the last week conferences of local
authoritics have been held at Bridgetown,
Beverley and Geraldton, and all have passed
resolutions strongly critieal of the adminis-
tration of the Main Roads Act.

Mr, Robert Briggs, chairman of the Arma-
dale-Kelinseott Road Board, said that there
scemed to be State-wide dissatisfaction with
the manner in which the Main Roads Act was
being administered. His beard bhad inter-
viewed the Main Reads Board, but had been
unable to get any satisfaction.

The local authorities, he said, had been pro-
miced preference when road construction econ-
fracts were being let, but they had been dis-
appeinted.

f¢ About 400 mexn,'' he said, ‘‘were dumped
on a stretch of road near the Narrogin Inn
on January 3, 1927, just in time to qualify
for wvotes at the last Legislative Assembly
clections.  After some delay they commenced
work, and in May we reeeived notification from
the Main Road Board that it intended to de-
clare the streteh a main road. Under the Act,
the board was not entitled to enter our terri-
tory without first giving 30 days’ notice. When
my board met the Main Roads Board T pointed
out this hraneh of the Act to the aeting chair-
man {Mr, R, J, Anketell), Mr. Anketell ad-
mitted the breach and said, "*We were foreed
into it,’' He wade this admission and state-
ment in the presence of all the members of my
board.

Mr. Anketell should have an opportunity
to explain that he was forced into this posi-
tion. In connection with Llhe administra-
tion of the Act many things require to he
cleared up from the point of view of the
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local authorities as well ‘as of the board.
The Act provided certain facilities whereby
the Main Roads Board could utilise the sec-
vices of the local governing authorities. Be-
eause of the lead given by this House on
the recommendations of the select eommit-
tee, (hese facilities were made available, but
the services of the local governing authori-
ties have rot been utilised by the MMain
Roads Board. This is a matter that con-
cerns no particular party, nol even the Gov-
ernment. Il is essentially a matter that con-
cerns the Main Iloads Board. Members of
that bhoard particularly should have the op-
portunity either to justify their actions, or
being shown in what way they have been
remiss, and how they can profit by the ex-
perience and mistakes of the past. T'hu
road in question was started on the 3th
January. Work was discontinued and
months elapsed before it was resumed, and
when photographs were taken it was shown
that stinkwort was growing belween the
foundations 2ft, Gin. in height.

Hon. H. Seddon: When was the work
resumed, do you know?

Hon. H. STEWART: The quotations I
have made eome from o great number of
statements that have heen published in the
Press. 1 suggest that those statements fqlly
warrant an inquiry into the administrafion
of the Main Roads Board, so that it may
be ascertained whether this has beep reas-
onably good and in accordance with the
Act. Ai the present moment the board
is building the Canning-road from the
Causeway to Fremantle. T understand the
money is coming from loan funds, and that
the cost of the road will be £16,000 a mile.
I also understand that £140,000 will be re-
quired to complete the work. I is desirable
that this also should be investigated, and
that we shounld know how it is that such big
expenditure has been incurred, and what
parts are being played respeetively by the
Government, the Main Roads Board, and
the loeal authorities. Considerable con-
fusion of thought has been displayed in
what has been written and said eoncerning
the actual provisions of the Act. For in-
stance, protagonists of the Government con-
tend that all the oulery and dissatistaction
arose because of the amendments made in
{he Government Bill on the unanimous re-
commendations of the select committee. Tt
has even been said that the Government
never intended to colleet the whole of the
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trafie fees from the licenses and registra-
tions, that this was never embodied in the
original Bill, Clawse 27 of whieh, as it
passed the Legislative Assembly, expressiy
provided for amendments to the Traffic Act
of 1719, to take from the local governing
authorities those fers which amounted to
over £100,000 for the financial year ended
the 30th June, 1927, There has been no
provigion whereby either the public or Par-
liament may know what s the position in
connection with 1he Main Roads Board ad-
ministration. The main outery from all
sonrees has come from the road boards, be-
cause of the assessments under which local
authorities have been called wpon to eontri-
bute. This was put into the Bill on the
recommendation of the select committes, and
at the express requesi of the 1924 road
hoard conference, The resolutions earried
at the conference were before the select
committee when the reecommendations were
drawn up. As a representative of the select
committee, I would point out that what has
been provided in Section 30 was inserted
at the request of aud on the evidence of
the road board conference and other assoecin-
tions, Section 30 is that which provides for
the loeal authorities to be called upon fo con-
tribute half of the loan money that was
spent by the State Government in the provi-
sion of main roads, under the heading of
“eonstruction costs,” and also one-half in
regard to the cost of maintenance.  That
was in accordance with a recommendation
embodied at the request of the road board
conference at that time. We shall have a
good deal fo say about Seetion 30, so I want
hon. members to understand what the posi-
tion really is. Some people say that the
road boards are asked to pay for their roads
ont of revenue and that the State has been
doing the same thing. That is not so. The
contributions I refer to come from loan
funds. The loecal anthorities are not asked
to pay half the actual amount expended in
any year, but to pay 6% per cent. interest
on the capital expenditure for that year,
under the beading of “construction ecosts.”
The basis on which the road boards or local
governing authorities are asked to con-
trihute is the Main Roads Board’s dictum
as to the extent the respective road boards
henefit because of work done on a main
road, whether that road goes through the
road board’s territory, or passes some dis-
tance away from it.
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Hon. W. T. Glasheen: The road may be
& hundred miles away.

Hon, H. STEWART: That is so. The
Main Roads Board can assess the benefit
that, in their opinion, acerues to the road
board as the result of the construction of
the main road. The local authorities have
the vight of appeal against the Main Roads
Board’s decisions. One of the troubles that
have arisen is that the members of the Main
Roads Board have admitted they made pre-
liminary assessments to ascertain how they
would he received, in consequence of which
they have not really received appeals, but
rather protests and repudiations. The main
outery has been on account of Section 30,
which was embodied in the Act on the recom-
mendation of the Road Boards Conference,
of the Good Roads Association, and of
other similar bodies. Another cause of the
outery has been the alleged wasteful ex-
penditure on road construction. Dealing
first with the outery against the contribu-
Hons required from loeal autherities, the
latest information T have at my disposal
shows that the local authorities have been
assessed on the amount expended as at the
30th June, 1927, for the payment of interest
on £20,000. That represents an outlay of
£1,300 per annum. That is for a period of
30 years. During that period, on the
recommendation of the select committee,
local authorities will have received £100,000
from traffic fees that would not have come
into their possession had the Government's
original Bill been adopted in its entirety.
Then again, the statements made from time
to time by Ministers have really eamonflaged
the position. Do the people really under-
stand that as against the outlay of £1,300 by
the local governing authorities, they have to
offset the £100,000 that they will receive
from traffic fees? Really £114,000 has been
spent in making those two main roads up to
the 30th June, 1927, and that represents a
burden upon the loeal governing authorities
of £1,300 per annum. I do not say that
£1,300 per annpum js not more than the
local governing authorities can pay, but I
do say that the great majority of the people
of Western Australia and of those interested
in road matters, do not realise the position
that arose as a result of the actions taken
by the select committee and by the Legisla-
tive Couneil, which have bLeen keld up to
ridieule and opprobrium on this particular
guestion. They do not appreciate the fact
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that os against the penalty of £1,300 that
was imposed at the request of the road
boards and on the recommendation of the
select committee, they benefit by the return
to the local authorities, of traffic fees
amounting to €100,000. Thus hon. members
will realise that as an offset against the bur-
den of £1,300 that was recommended by the
select committee, by the Road Boards Asso-
ciation and other similar bodies there has to
be taken into comsideration the recommenda-
tion of the select committee that sccared a
retwn to them in traffic fees to the 30th
June, 1927, the large amount I have already
mentioned. Then again, that amount will
inerease from year to year as the number of
motor velicles increases. In a statement
that appeared in the “West Australian” of
the 4th May last the Premier, replying to
considerable criticism of the Main Roads
Board’s operations that had been appearing
in the Press for aboui a week, said—

Tf th: Bill as introduced had Dbecn passed,
the loewl authoritics would not have been
ealled upon to pay interest and sinking fund

on half the loan wmoneys which the State has
to finil for main and arterial roads

I wish to draw attention to the Premier's
importation of the word "arterial” into the
discussion. That word is quite foreign to
the whole subject. T have not found it any-
where in connection with the main roads
legislation. I suggest, therefore, that we
teke no notice of that word, unless we ecan
get the Government to consiruet arterial
roads and regard them as national roads,
thus relieving the loeal authorities of an
additional burden—

nor would they have heen required, as
they now are, to find half the cost of main-
tenanee.

I have already poiated out that the Govern-
ment’s Bill, as it came to us originally, pro-
vided that they would keep the traffic fees
themselves. Those fees amount to more
than 23 times the total contribution required
from the local authorities under the provi-
sions of Section 30, not for one year but for
the period to date. In a reply furnished by
the Premier to a question asked in the Legis-
lative Assembly, he indicated that that was
the position to date, which I take to be up
to the 30th June of this year. The Premier
indicated that the local authorities of the
State had been assessed to the extent of
£4,500 under that heading. Tn one year the
traffic fees they received amounted to 23
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times the total alloeation for the contribu-
tion claimed from local authorities towards
the constrnction of main roads. It has
been remarked that the statements by Min-
isters and others have reflected upon
the select committee and upon myself. If
hor. members thoroughly examine the
position in the light of the saetual faets,
they will ascertain that no reflection
can be cast upon us regarding the exereise
of bad judgment or the taking of wrong
action, Gontinning the Premier said—
The State would have been under an obli-
gation to find loan mouney to meet that cost

and to maintain the roads without assistance
from the loeal authorities.

Quite so! The Premier’s statement is true
in substance, but it does not convey the
proper impression, The Premier does not
fairly place before the public the propos-
als that were cmbodied in the Govern-
ment's original Bill. To place a proper
interpretation upon the words, ‘‘the State
would have been under an obligation fo
find loan money to meet that cost” to
support the Premier's -eontention, it
wonld mean that the Government would
have received £100,600 a year and more as
time went on. On the other hand, the
{iovernment do not receive that amount
under the \ct as it stands now and as it
was amended at the instigation of the
select committee. The Government would
have kept traffic fees amounting to that
tignre. The evidence of the Under See-
retary for Public Works, when he was be-
fore the select vommitiee, showed that it
was intended, in addition to retaining the
traflie fees, to impose an additional lani
iax of 14d. in the pound without exemp-
tion, and that extra fax was estimated to
bring in a further £60,000. Tt is now
known that that amount would have re.
presented more like £75,000. This was the
zenerosity of the (overnment towards the
loeal authovities and the land owners. The
amount fv be taken from the local auth-
orities would have been over twenty times
more than they were subsequently assessed
for contribution under Section 30, on ton
of which the Government proposed to take
away an additional £75,000 from the land
owners. So much for that camounflaged
speech. Then I would instance the atti-
tude of the Chief Seerctary when he spoke
on the Address-in-Reply. Neither by in-
tent nor by inadvertance did I convey that
the work of the Main Roads Board had

[COUNCIL.]

been brought under political influence by
an amendment passed by the Legislative
Assembly. The Chiet Seeretary said in
the course of his speech—

There was no warrant for Mr. Stewart's
statement that the board had becn brought

under political influence by an amendment
passed by the Legislative Assembly.

1 made no such statement.  Again, the
Chief Seeretary said—

It was very unfair, therefore, for Mr. Stew-
art to say that Cabinct was blameworthy——

I did not state that Cabinet was blame-
worthy.  Ar. Hamersley interjected and
1 replied that a certain amendment had
allowed to creep into the Bill the possi-
bility of political influence. 1 did not
apply that to main road construction or
to the construction of developmental roads
when I referred to that amendmeng, I wish
to assure the Leader of the House that T
am not mentiening this point in a spirit
of antagonism, hbut merely in an explana-
tory sense. .\ misunderstanding has arisen
between the Chief Becretary and myself
and that misunderstanding is on paper. I
do not east any aspersion at all. I believe,
if the Chief Sceretary were to carefully
read throngh my statement, he would
agree with me. T fully acquit the Chief
Secretary of any intention to misrepre-
sent me. 1 konow full well the Leader of
the House would not do sueh a thing.
Hon, J. J. Holmes: But he sometimes
puts up things to knock them down.
Hon. H, STEWART: In the statement
made by Ministers, there has been no mis-
representation of facts. The statements
have been absolutely correct to the letter,
but the statements have been sueh as to
invite inferences that have been quite er-
roneous, The staterients have left people
to draw their own inferences, and Minis-
ters’ utterances were such that the infer-
enees likely to he drawn were favourable
to the case put up by Ministers. Then the
Chief Secretary continued—
To lead the public to believe that the pro-
tests that had been received by local author-
ities had to do with developmental roads was

an extraordinary statement for the chairman
of the select committee to make.

I know that the Chief Secretary is a busy
man, but if he earefully reads my remarks,
he will acknowledge that T made no such
assertion, neither did 1 seck to ereate any
such impression. I feel confident that any
fair-minded man, after ecarefully reading
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my remarks on the Main Roads Aect—and
those remarks will be found reported in
“Hansard,” pages 83 and 84—will come io
no other conclusion than that the Chier
Secrctary’s statements were not justified.
I acquit the Minister of anything in the
nature of misrepresentation. I know that
his time is very fully occupied, but I feel
sure that if he had had the opportunity t»
carefully peruse my speech, the misunder
standing would not have taken place, As
chairman of that seleet committee, I feit
it my duty to defend the committee and
also the Legislative Couneil by answering
the statements and charges that appeared
in the Press. In doing so, I endeavoured
to refrain from making anything in the
nature of an aceusation of political inter-
ference with the board. Mr. Becher,
Chairman of the Harvey Road Board, in a
communication to the *West Australian®
of the 31st August, said —-

T note Mr. Drew’s remarks, published in the
““West  Australian’’ of the 25th  Awgust.
Surely he is speaking in ignorance of the facts
when he savs, ‘“In the Government Bill the
cost of construction and maintenuance of main
roads was a finaneial responsibility of the Gov-
ernment and of no one clse, Traffic fres were
all the Government asked in return.’’ Section
30 does hetter than this. Does Mr. Drew
know what traffic fees amount tn? To put it
shortly, the Government would take away only
five per cent. to ten per cent. of our roads,
bhut would take G6 per cent. of our revenue.'’

Mr. Becher's letter, after dealing with

other phases of the matter, coneludes—
We have not advaneed a step by recent con-

ferences or debates in the House, and the coun-

fryv is anxiously awaiting a statement from the
Premier as to the future poliey,

That is the statemenf by the chairman ol
a local governing body, and many suaen
were made. It seems to me, eonsidering al®
that has heen written, that the coneluding
statement in Mr, Berher’s letter indieates
the meed for the appointment of a
select committee to investigate the existing
position, and to make recommendations
in the event of its being proved that there
has been anything wrong either in respect
of the provisions of the Aect or the admin-
istration. At the annual special conference
of the South-West Road Board representa-
tives, extendng from Pinjarra to Manji-
mup, the Collie delegates were successful in
earrying a motion that the Porests Depart-
ment should contribute fo the loeal authori-
ties where that department wag making use

3
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of the roads. That seems to be a reason-
able provision to suggest; something should
be done in the way of making provision
from forestry revenue towards the mainten-
ance of roads instead of paying the whole
of that revenue, such as royalfies from
sandalwood, into consolidated revenme. In
dealing with the Main Roads Bill of 1924,
the select ecommmittee recognised that the Bill
made provision for certain stated classes of
road work and for adminisiration and
finance. For some years there had been a
growing public demand for better roads
The Road Boards Association had, as stated
by Ministers and myself in reecent months,
requested in no uneertain terms that there
should be legislation on the lines embodied
in the amendments recommended by the
seleet committee. That committee held 14
sittings in the country and 10 at Parlia-
ment House, Witnesses were freely invited
by advertisement and in other ways to give
evidence before the committee. The officers
of many loeal anthorities—country, subur-
han and metropolitan—as well as Govern-
ment offielals, were examined. Ministerial
statements have insinuated that the amend-
ments made at the instance of the select com-
nmittee were responsible for trouble. The
only definite amendment of the Aet which
was the result of public outery is that the
contributions required by Section 30 be re-
duced. In Vietoria, where the legislation
was what ours is, it has been necessary to
classify a number of the roads as State
highways, and reduce the loecal governing
anthority’s eontributions for maintenance of
main roads from one-half to one-third. The
State pays half the eost of corstruetion and
the whole cost of maintenance of State high-
ways, and the local authorities pay the other
half of the cost of consirnction. If it has
been necessary in Vietoria to grant finaneial
relief to loeal authorities, then it would seem
that amendments of our Aet in a similar
direction are needed. The select ecommittee
had to review the Bill and its objectives, and
in accordance with the evidence submitted to
it, sngoested the amendments that werse
thonght necessary. At that time there seemed
no weight of evidence for, and no reason-
able prospeet of Government acquiesecence
in the provision of Stafte higchways. From
easnal observation while travelling, it has
seemed to me that main road construction
being carried on in this State is far more
elahorate and expensive than is the ease in
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connection with State highways in Vietoria,
highways such as the Prinee’'s Highway,
which carries many times the volume of
traffic borne by our main roads. Section 11 of
the Main Roads Act of this State provides
for the publication and making available for
general information of the results of all sur-
veys and investigations on (a) What shall
be muin roads; (b) resources of material
for rosd construetion; {(e¢) most effective
methods of road eonstruction and mainten-
ance for the whole or any part of the State,
and (d} deviations in existing roads. 1
doubt whether anything has been done in
this respect during the period of the opera-
tion of the Act, now abont 2V years. Road
enrineers in the other States have been look-
ing for the report of the Chairman of the
Main Roads Board on his world tour, Section
18 provides that the board shall report to the
Minister at least once a year on its opera-
tions. I do not think any information at
all has ever been made public. T will not
make the definite statement that this infor-
mation has not seen the light of day, but
I draw attention to that portion of the Act
which provides for the presentation of re-
ports. I doubt very much whether the spirit
of the Act has been observed. The Chair-
man of our Main Roads Board was, I think.
about the fifth engineer to make a tour of
the United States and Great Britain in con-
nection with road construction. So—"fa.r,
howerver, we have heard nothing of the result
of his observations in other parts of the
world. Parliament should receive such re-
ports.  Certainly Parliament should have
an annual report from the board and a pro-
vision in the Aect to that effect shounld
prove a safeguard to the board as
well as affording it an opportunity
to suggest amending legislation. The
Act also provides for the making of
requlations,  The only regulations that I
have been able to discover as having been
laid on the Table of the House related to
leve]l erossings, One of the most important
matfers, however, is the provision that the
hoard shall report to the Minister at least
once a vear on its operations, The select
committee endorsed that part of the Bill
when it was under consideration, hut it ap-
pears that an amendment is necessary be-
eause the hoard is well into its third vear
of existence and I am not aware that Par-
liament has received any report to show
what the board has done, The hoard cer-

[COUNCIL.]

tainly has spent far larger sums of money
than at the time of their appointment it
was thought thev would bhave the oppor-
tunity to handle. Parlinment should receive
reports annually and sueh a provision mak-
ing it imperative on the board furnishing
an annual statement should prove a safe-
zuatd to the board as weil as affording
an opportunity to saggest amending leg-
istation. The attitude of the “Worker”
newspaper also indicates that it is desirable
a seleet committee should be appointed, In
its issne of the 4th May last, it stated—
The Government have been asked to inter-
vene and abolish the board, The board are
simply adwministering what is, In effeet, a
Country Party measure. The abolition of the
Loard eould only be accomplished by the Gov-
ernment introfdueing a Bill to amend the Act
and the Country Trarty undertaking a complete
semersantt ou its principles.
That is a reflection on the select committee
that dealt with the Bill, since two of its
seven members were associated wilth the
Country Party.  There was a good deal
more in the “Worker” written in a similar
strain, but I have no intention of labouring
the question. FEvervthing that I have said
stresses the Lmiportance of having a select
committee to incuire into lhe position at the
present time. The former Honorary Minis-
ter, in his manifesto to the electors, when
he was eontesting the Central Province elee-
tion last May, showed that he failed fo
realise the true position of affairs. Withont
trespassing on the time of the House at this
stage, and without imputing any uwnworthy
motives in connection with this Aet, which
has been considered, and I eontend is, a
non-party measure, I have, I think, estab-
lished a sufficiently good ease for the grant-
ing of a select committee to inquire into
the provisions of the Main Roads Aet and
its administration,

On motion by the Chief Secrctary, debate
adjourned.

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE.
Second Reading.
Dehate rvesumed from the 3rd Oectober.
HON. H. SEDDON (North-Bast} [519]:
I find that there arc included in this Bill

two railwavs which are practieally goldfields
railways, There is, however, a distinet dif-
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ference between this measure and that which
was introduced a year ago. The present
Bill provides that the railways shall “‘cease
to he Covernment railways, and the ecost
thereof, as charged to the Government rail-
ways capital aceount, may be omitted from
the accounts prepared under Part 4 of the
Government Railways Aet, 1904.” Last ses-
sion's Bill provided that the railways should
cease to be Government railways and that
the material therein might be used in the
construction of any authorised railways.
The question arises whetber this Bill is sim-
ply an atiempt to make an adjustment of
the railway finances, or whether the infen-
tion is to earry out the full scope of the
1927 measure and take up the lines. Tf the
latter is the intention, we should eombat it,
because I consider that those railways have
not had a chance of demonstrating their use-
fulness during the last 12 months. I make
that statement beeanse of the fact that in
each case traflic has been prevented from
running: the points have been spiked. So
that if there was any chance of developing
traffie, it was effectually prevented by the
action of the Railway Department. Appar-
ently the material in the lines is worth tak-
ing up, altbough the contention was that it
would need a relatively enorwmouns expendi-
ture to bring them up to Government stand.
ard. The fact remains that up to the intro-
duction of last session’s Bill the lines were
being satisfactorily 'used. The argument
then was that it was unsafe to use them.

The Honorary Minister: Quite ecorrcet,
too,

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: In drawing eompari-
sons between Government railways and pri-
vate lines, onc finds the results all to the
disadvantage of the Government railways
as fo traffic operations. By way of illus-
tration I may point out ithat the White
Hope line, which was being used by a
firewood company and was taken over
by the CGovernment, ecarried trains of
300 tons’ load while in private hands,
and that as soon as it was taken over by
the Government the load was reduced o 70
tons. That is just an illustration of the
difference in cost of operations between
Government railwavs and private railways,
An explanation is required from the Gov-
ernment of the great disparity shown in the
haulage power of locomotives under private
and under official management. 1 repeat,
these railways have not had a fair chance
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doring the last 12 months. Before the
proposal for their discontinnance was re-
introduced, an attempt should have been
made to see whether traffic was offering. By
way of interjection I addressed to the Hon-
orary Minister an inquiry as to the taking
np of the Sandstone line. I would like to
know ihe exact amount of traffic which has
passed over that line during the last 12
months, as compared with the amount of
traffic available on those two goldfields lines
during the time they were open for opera-
tion. I contend that if it is justifiable fo
take up these two lines, it is equally justifi-
able to remove the material now in the
Sandstone line. If the Government are
actuated by motives of economy, they should
carry out that policy consistently and adopt
the same method in connection with all rail-
ways now being run at a loss.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.23]: I
am grateful to Mr. Harris and Mr, Seddon,
who represent an adjoining province, for
the resistance they have offered fo the
passing of the Bill. I hope that that
opposition, extended by two members for
the North-East Provinee, will be supple-
mented by Mr. Brown and by members for
the Bast and South Provinces, and possibly
by members for the South-West Province.
With adjoining provinces we have much in
commeon, and one never knows when a help-
ing hand may be needed. I know it is
needed just at present, and I hope it will be
fortheoming. The Honorary Minister’s
argument woold lead one to believe that a
Justification for the taking up of the
Kanowna line is that its capital cost was
£34,5610 and that its annual interest bill
amounts to €2,300. I do not wish to be in
any way disrespectful to the Honorary Min-
ister, but I ask him to fell that to the
marines. The Kanowna line has vepaid its
capital cost a dozen times.

The Honorary Minister: That might be
s0.

Hen. J. CORNELL: Not “might be so.”
It i5 so. T accept the Honorary Minister’s
figures as to capital eost and annual inter-
est, assuming that there is anything in the
way of eapital cost owing by the Kanowna
line. The case which the Honorary Min-
ister has tried to make out is that the figures
of eapital cost and annual interest quoted
by him eonstitute a reason for the pulling
up of the line. Anyome who knows old
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Kanowna will aceept my statement that the
line in question more than paid for itself in
the first threc years of operation. Mr,
Brown, who knows the Kanowna district
pretty well, will bear me out in that, I be-
lieve. For years the Eastern Goldfields rail-
way, including the Kanowna, Leonora, and
Laverton lines, carried on its back practi-
cally the whole of this State’s railway sys-
temn outside the mefropolitan area, To-day
it is argued that the Kanowna line should
be pulled up because it is unsafe to work
and because a large amount of money would
be needed to put it into working order. I
do not ask that the line shall be worked, or
that the expenditure necessary to put it in
working order should be incurred; but I do
argue in all sincerity that the State ought
to take into consideration that the line
might well be left in position for a little
longer, since it is, in the words of the Hon-
orary Minister, hardly worth pulling up.
The hon. gentleman said that the only use
to which the rails could be put was the con-
struetion of sidings. We know that the
sleepers could not he used for any other
purpose, and we know that the Railway De-
partment are not likely to vemove the bal-
last. Now, it is a well-known fact that there
is more gold latent in the Kanowna district
than has ever been taken from it. The only
trouble is the method of treatment. That
has not yet been solved as regards the
Kanowna pug. Men who know accept the
statement that in the pug deposit at
Kanowna there are great latent possibili-
ties if a solution ecan be reached as to treat-
ment. 1 do not wish to disparage one part
of the State as compared with another, but
I eall to mind that I supported the Bill for
the construction of the Wiluna railway. As
regards solution of the treatment cuestion,
Wiluna ores are as much in the air to-day
as is the Kanowna pug. Still, we are per-
mitted to build a railway to Wiluna. Here
we have a derelict line, 12 miles long, which
has paid its way over and over again, and
that line is to be pulled up hecaunse it is un-
safe to work and because the present volume
of traffic does net warrant the expenditure
required to put the line into working order.
The rails are fit only for use in sidings.

The Honorary Minister: That applies to
the other line.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Even if the material
in the Kanowna railway were suitable for
an agriecultural! line, the railway itself is

[COUNCIL.]

only 12% miles long. It is not a very good
advertisement for the goldficlds that it
shonld be proposed to pull up these lines.
Nor is it a good advertisement for the pre-
sent Government, who promised to do so
much to revive the gold minipg industry,
that they should now turn round and pull
up railways in the auriferous areas. For
those areas have as big a possibility to-day
as they ever had in point of gold yield, if
only a satisfactory treatment ean be dis-
covered. Now I come to the Lakeside line,
which was purchased from the TLakeside
Firewood Company during the Hampton
Pluins revival, The Minister, in his own
words, explained that since the purchase of
that railway, whiek was really an old wood
ling, all that has been lost on that proposi-
tion is some £2,000. The Minister says the
rails and fastenings are bordering on the
develict stage. I venture to say that, even
in the huge Hampton Plains area, there are
still to be found attractive mining possi-
bilities. This should be kept steadily in
mind when we consider a proposal to pull
up the railway serving that locality. For
the good of the goldfields, I am very re-
luctant to be a consenting party to the total
vremoval of railway lines right in the heart
of the best gold mining distriet in Western
Australia, perhaps in the world. It is any-
thing but a good advertisement for wur
mining industry.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Would the pulling
up of this line discourage any men from
going out prospeeting?

Hon. J. CORNELL: It would not dis-
courage them from going ont. But bad and
all as the railway may be, if there were any
revival at the mires in the Hampton Plains
avea, or if any solution could he discovered
for the treatment of the Kanowna pug, the
railways are there with the earthworks and
ballast, and it would then be well worth
while to restore them to running order,
But if once the lines are taken up, there
will be nothing left to be utilised for the
encouragement of the industry. The only
railway line to the pulling up of which I
agreed was the Lake Clifton line. The re-
moval of that railway, we were told, was
absolutely essential to the building of the
Newdegate line, for which the material was
required. Consequently, it was fairly easy
to decide that it was better to have a num-
ber of prosperous settlers afforded railway
communication for the transport of their
wheat, than fo have a railway lying idle.
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Unlike the Lakeside line, or even the
Kanowna line, the Clifton line was one that
could be pulled up and transported -else-
where. I am not going to refer to the ieav-
ing out from this Bill of a short railway
line that was inclnded in a similar Bill last
session, other than to warn the members
representing the South-West that although
thev have eseaped this time, probably their
turn will eome vound again at a later op-
portunity. 1 will oppose the second reading

of the Bill.

HON. J. R. BROWN (North-Fast
[5.33]: T cannot see any sound reason for
the removal of these lines, especially the
Kanowna line, Dnrving the last 12 meonths
the Kalgoorlie mines have rovived, and we
never know when there will be a distinet
revival in the Kanowna distriet. As long
as a line is there, or even a water pipe, it is
useful, for it enables prospectors to get out
a few iles beyond it. Tt has been said
that the Wanowna line is out of repair and
tliat no trains counld be run over it without
a considerable expenditure on the work of
restoration. let me tell the House that if
a woodline company had that railway, they
would not hesitate to run londs of 300 tons
over it at 30 miles an liour, after having
put a few sleepers into it. T have had
practieal expericnee on the Kurramia wood
line, where we used to rattle along leads of
300 tons, and cven stand ready to jump in
ense the engine left the rails. However, it

never happened, for the irain always
succeeded in hanging to the vails. These

ballasted roads ave not as good as the old
bush tracks, which gave to the load, like
an old gate swinging on one hinge for many
a day. It is the desire of the people in my
constitnency that both these railways in-
cluded in the Bill should be retained. I
think the lines should be retained a little
while longer. The Kanowna line in par-
ticular is doing no harm and, since it is
only 12 miles in length, it cannot be of much
use to the department. Even if the material
were taken out of the road, probably it
would be stacked away somewhere for
another five or six years. The line,
while it remains, will always he an induce-
ment to prospectors to go out another ten
miles beyond the end of it. For while the
line is there the prospector can say, “If any
new development occurs, I can alway cari
my stuff into Kanowna.” And if he findy

ore of sufficiently high value, the department
-
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will very soon put the line in order for the
running of trains.

Hon. A, Lovekin: What is the value of
the rails in that line?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: I cannot say, but
1 know they arve G0-Ib, rails, very much
heavier than are used on the wood lines,
where the rails are never heavier than from
30 lbs. to 46 Ibs. I hope the Kanowna line,
and the Lakeside line also, will be left where
they ave, at all events unti] next session.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [5.40]:
A Bill of a similar character was intro-
duced last session. It included the Bun-
bury raceeourse line. L congratulate the
(fovernment on their eonversion to the ne-
cessity for keeping that line where it is.
As for the Bill before us, I hold it to be
a wrung policy Lo take np any existing
eoldfields lines. I have a verv vivid re-
collection of heing in Kanowna 23 years
ago, when the rush was on. More gold
was then being taken out of Kanowna thau
out of any olher place I have ever seen.
We have been told this afternmoon that the
pug at Kanowna is very excellent, and
naturally we infer that there is plenty of
#gold in it. The only difficulty seems {o lie
in the working of this pug, which is of a
somewliat refractory character. Possibly
at no distant date this line will be re-
quired. 1 reeolleet the purchase of the
Liakeside line,  The present (Government
were in favour of it, and I think the Mit-
chell Government lbad something to do
with the purehase of it., The policy of
pulling up these Jines is altogether wrong.
If the goldficlds ave going ahead, as I be-
lieve they are, the policy shonld be to leave
them all the facilities they have. On these
grounds, 1 cannot vote for the Bill. T caa
qnite understand the Government wanting
to have those rails for other pnrposes, al-
thongh I believe they have lots of rails in
stock and so 1215 miles of rails cannof
be a very burning question with them. T
sincerely ask the Minister to reconsider
this question, and aveid deing something
that may be opposed to the future devel-
opment of these goldfields localities. I do
not like to oppose the Bill, beeause it looks
like economy on the part of the Govern-
ment, a desire to save rooney. Still T ean-
not find it in my heart to vote against the
continuation of existing railways. To sug-
zest that our goldfields are going down
is a very bad advertisement for the State,
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and | hope the House will thoroughly cou-
sider the position before agreeing to the
second reading. Mr. Cornell referred to
the pulling up of the Lake Clifton line.
Tht line should never have been taken up.
lt was a great mistake. Left where it
was, the line would bave been of great
value to the development of that part of
Western Australia. It is bad poliey for
us to lbuild lines and then pull them up.

HON. J. J. BEOLMES (North) [5.43]: I
am noi vpposing the sceond reading of the
Bul, but I desire some information upon
the point raised by Mr. Seddon. I should
like to know from the Minister whether
't is the intention, if the Bill be passed, to
pull up this line. 1 notlice that in the Bill
of last year it was provided that the lines
to be pulled up should cease to be Govern-
ment railways and the material might be
used for the construction of any other
autborised railway; whereas in the Bill be-
fore us it is provided that the lines shall
cease Lo be Government railways, and the
cost thereof, as charged to the Government
Railways capital aecount, may be omit-
ted from that account. So this may be
intended to be really a bookkeeping Bill
fo wipe out the capital cost of the rail-
ways and let the material stand as it is.
If that is the intention, no harm will be
done by passing the Bill. In the Bill o*
last session the (iovernment asked that the
material might be used in the constrnetion
of any other anthovised railway. [ pre-
sume there was real necessity for putting
that provision in the Bill, that the depart-
ment wanted the material.  But in this
Bill all that they ask is for anthority io
exclnde the cost of the lines from 4be
capital account of the Railways, to write
it off. They do not ask for authority te
use the materials elsewhere. If there was
necessity to ask in the Bill of lasi session
for the authority of Varliament to use the
material elsewhere, surely there is neccs-
sity to-day to vet the autherity of Parlia-
ment for the use of the material in the
lines contained in the Biil hefore ns. Dt
if this is merelv a bhookkeeping Bill, then
do not let ns ask the Railways to carry
the cost of these lines: for there can be no
harm in granting the authority asked for
by the Government, sinee it dres not in-
clnde anthority to remove the material.

Hon. 1L Stewart: Bat will they not
take away the material and use it and then
bring down a validating Bill?

_minding me of the faet.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We cannot help
that. [ should like the Minister to make
clear the point whether the Government
are merely asking to exclude this line from
the railway accounts or whether they in-
tend to use the material.

HON. J, NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.45]: I am always ready to commend the
Government for any indieation of intention
to practise economy. Every member, I am
sure, will hail with appreciation anything
of the kind that may be done by the Gov-
ernment. I have endeavoured to follow
closcly the arguments for and againsc this
particular Bill, but the question that pre-
sents itself to my mind is, “What are the
prospects of the district that has been
served by this particular line' TUndoubt-
edly the railway would not have been con-
strueted in the first instanee had there not
heen sulficient evidence of gold in the dis-
triet.

Hon. J, Bwing: Kanowna was one of the
most famed places.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is so.

Hon. I5. H. Harris: You are about 20
vears behind the times. The Kanowna line
was one of the most profitable railways on
the castern goldfelds.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am aware of
that, and I thank the hon. member for re-
I ecan well recall
that, during the Loom in gold mining many
veurs ago, whenever a property was put be-
fore the publi¢ that had its sifuatien in or
near Kanowna, it was regarded as a much-
favoured centre, and mines floated there
veccived a large measure of support from
investors. That was the cause of the rail-
way being huilt to Kanowna, Now, because
of a slump in the gold mining industry, ii;
is proposed to remove the line. T do not for
a moment think that Kanowna has seen the
last of the fame that it gained in former
years.

Hon. G. Fraser: That is said about all
other goldmining towns.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: Tt may be said
of many goldmining towns, but Mr. Cornell
hos reminded us that Kanowna pupg has
heen undergeing a good deal of experiment.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: The main thing
is to secure Kanowna muogs,

Hon. J. NICIIOLSON: While the partie-
ular form of goldmining peculiar to Kan-
owna has been undergoing a considerable



{9 Ocroeegr, 1928.)

amount of experiment, we cannot say that
the town has seen the last of its fame. T
am rather hopeful of seeing what I am sure
the Government desire, and that is a revival
of our goidfields, and T am more than ap-
prehensive that iff they start to remove a
railway from a ecentre such as Kanowna—-

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: How many inhabi-
tants are there in Kanowna to-day9

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I admit there
are very few, but T am inclined to view the
matter in this way: The rails have heen
the ground for a great many years,

Hon. W. J. Mann: Would vou extend
that line to Perkolilli?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If circumsianees
justified an extension, I would be agreeable
to its being extended wherever the hon.
member may suggest. DBefore deciding to
close the line and do what the Bill suggests,
we might take into account the possibilities
of the distriet. What does the Bill sng-
gest? It suggests that this line shall cease
io be a Governmment railway. AMr. Flolmes
has compared this Bill with the measure
presented to and rejected by this House last
year, and has directed attention to the point
that provision was made in the Bill of last
year for the Government to use the rails
for any other purpose.

Hon. J. Ewing: Counld they not do so
if this Bill were passed?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: T think it might,
be argued that those words in the Bill of
last year were more or less surplusage, for
the simple reason that if we onece pass the
Bill the effect will be to close the line for
all time.

Hon. J. Cornell: It will repeal the Act
anthorising the railway,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Precigelv, and
the Aet thai authorised the construction of
the line will no longer exist. The line was
authorised a good many vears ago. and
onee it eeased to be a Government line, the
Government might, without any speeial an-
thorisation, do as they pleased with the rails
and materials in the line. If goldmining in
the distriet should be revived, it wonld then
be necessary to introduce another Bill au-
thorising the construction of annther line
to Kanowna,

Hon. J. Cornell: A line would be neces-
sary for firewood, if for nothing else.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : 1 hesilate to sup-
port a Bill asking us to declare that tha
line shall cease to be a Glovernment railway.
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While I appreciate any efforts on the par
of the Government to economise, they should
consider the fact that the rails are very ol
and are not of any considerable value, anc
also the loss of prestige that wounld resuli
to the State from the discontinuance of the
railway.

Hon, A J. H. Saw: Take the cash and le
the credit go.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: That is one wa)
of looking at it, but I do not wish to se
this State suffer in an industry that ba:
done so much for Australia as a whole
Therefove T shall oppose the second read
ing.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East;
[6.54]: T support the measure. The tw
railways have been mentioned on several oc
casions, and I am sare the Governmen
know what they are doing in proposing
their discontinuance. No doubt they wil
make good use of the rails.

Hon, J, Cornell: They will probably us
them for the Kulja line.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Any privat
company finding that it has no use for :
certain struetire or service in one place
does not hesitate to utilise it somewher
else. In private business it is usual to seraj
things that are of no immediate use, witl
the idea of replacing them if they should b:
regnired again later on.  We know hov
difficult it is (o get rails for lines that am
immediately needed, and doubtless the Gov
ernor eonsider it will be cheaper to take uj
those rails and use them in some other dis
trict. I believe the Government know wha
they are doing and are working on Soun
lines.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAT
(Metvopolitan-Suburban) [5.56]: I shal
support the Bill. One wonld need a grea
deal of faith to believe that all will com
to pass that has been predicted by member
who oppose the messure. The Governmen
should be aware of the prospects ahead o
the places in question as well as anyon
else, and they desire to use the rails an
fastenings elsewhere. By a peculiar coinei
dence, Mr. Harris asked a question as t
the date a crane was erected at the Come
Vale railway station, and -whether it wa
proposed to re-erect it after effecting neces
sarv repairs. From the Chief Seeretary’
veply T understand the crane has bews
creeted at Salmon Gums. If a crame is o
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no use in one place and can be utilised in
another place, it is sound business to move
it there.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Bat if was moved
just as the Comet Vale mines were re-
started.

"Hon, £ir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: In
listening to the dirge-like and doleful
speeches on the Bill one would almost feel
that he was attending a funeral ceremony.
I hope the Government will take up the
rails and make better use of them in the
agricultural areas.

HCN. G. FRASER (West) [558]: I
support the Bill. Most of the opposition to
the measnre has been based om sentiment,
and it is somewhat unusual to find senti-
ment associated with anvthing connected
with a mining constituency. While Mr.
Harris was speaking the other day I asked,
by way of interjection, what the population
of Kanowna was, and the hon. member re-
plied that if T had not been so interested
in the races when I was on the goldfields
recently, I might have gone to Kanowna
and discovered what the population was.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: It is about
the same as the attendance at a ratepayers’
meeting in Perth—two men and a dog.

Hon. G. FRASER: While in Kalgoorlie
I made inquiries about Kanowna, and the
advice given me was, “It is of no use going
out to Kanowna; you will not see anyone
when you get there” I was on the gold-
fields for about 11 days and of that time all
T wasted in going to the races was two
balf days. The vemainder of the time I
devoted to gefting as much information as
possible abont the goldfields, and compar-
ing the present-day working of the flelds
with what I knew of the Eastern States
goldfields 20 years ago. However, that is
beside the question. We should realise that
the Cabinét includes two or three iepre-
sentatives of goldficlds constituencies, and
we can depend upon it that if there was
any prospect of an improvement in the
Kanowna distriet, they would have used
their influence to prevent the introduetion
of such a Bill

Hon. J. Cornell:
is ahkead of the pick.

Hcen, H. A. Siephenson: A truer word
was never said.

Hon. G. FRASER: That may be so.
Even those who are opposing the Bill have
told us that the whole of the trade from

You never know what

{COUNCIL.]

that area can he coped with by motor trans-
port. I venfure to say that even should a
revival in Kanowna take place, motor trans-
port will be eapable of coping wilth any
inerease in development there,

Hon. J. Cornell: Not in the matfer of
firewood.

Hon, G. FRASER: I hope the Bill will
receive the snpport of this Chamber.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
{6.0]: After listening to the debate I am
inclined to oppose the second reading. Per-
Laps, however, it would be wiser to support
it, and attempt to amend the Bill in Com-
mitfee, in order to bring it inte line with
the Bill proposed last session.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Do you mean
to include the Bunbury line?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: This seems to me
a means of writing off the capital cost of
these lines from the Railway Department.
In times gone by the department has had
the profits from these lines, and has prae-
tically had the capital repaid to it out of
profits. Under this Bill it is proposed to
wrile off the capital cost to the railways,
and charge the writing off to the general
taxpayer, leaving to the railways the profits
which had accrued on the eapital cosi. That
is neither a sound nor a good business pro-
position. If it were intended that these
rails should be used for other purposes, [
would support thaf, because it is no use
leaving them to li¢ idle.  They should, how-
ever, be a charge npon the Railway Depart-
ment. In Committee I propose to move an
amendment to the effect that these lines
shall cease to be Government railways, and
the material thereof may be. used in the con-
struction of any other authorised railway.

Hon, E. H. Harrvis: I thought yon were
going to propose to reintroduce the Bun-
bury line.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: No. What I pro-
pose is to leave the debit where it ought to
he, against the railways. They have had the
profits. They may be allowed to use the
rails, and can pass through a book-keeping
enfry accordingly.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Bill of last year
stated that the line in question would cease
to be a railway.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: This Bill goes fur-
ther, and provides that the charge may be
omitted from the accounts prepared under
the Government Railways Act. This means
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that the capital eost will not be chargedl
1o the railways.

Hon, J. Nicholson: The line may be
wanted again, and a new Bill would be re-
quired to restore it.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The rails will be used
elsewhere. The matter can be put right in
Committee. We should not write off the
rapital in the way proposed.

Eon, Sir William Lathlain: Tt is the em-
hankment that costs the moneyv. That can-
not be moved. Of what uwse is it to leave
it there? You cannot move the track.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: Mr. Holmes raised
a very pertinent question, namely, s this
Bill a book-keeping Bill? There is no
doubt it is. It is designed to relieve the
railways of the eapital cost of these lines.
It means that they are to have all the profit
that has accrued from the capital expendi-
ture. The eapital cost should remain with
the railways. They should not he allowed
to climinste that cost, as well as the interest
charged upon if, from their accounfs.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why not temporarily
close the Kanowna line?

Hon, A. TOVERIN: A book-keeping
entry could be made to include the value of
the rails. To write off the capital cost and
charge vevenue iz wrong in prineiple

HON. G. W, MILES (North) [65]: I
oppose the Bill. It has been argned that if
this district revives, motor transport ean do
all the nceessary work. One of the reasons
why the railways have not been paying well
for the last 12 months is that the high rates
charged have thrown a great deal of trade
in the way of motor transport. The freight
on wool and petrol and ether things of that
kind is very high. TIf the Railway Depart-
ment were to reduce the charges on those
goods, they would undoubtedly be carrying
more traffic than is being carried to-day. As
it is, they are fostering the mofor transport
in competition with themselves,

Hon. @. Fraser: Do you think wool would
be carried by motor?

Hon. G. W. MILES: It would be carried
to the nearest railhead for subsequent trans-
port by the railways if the rates were not so
high. The same argument applies throngh-
out, the State. When I was motoring re-
cently through the ecountry districts I
noticed trncks going out to the country
carrying petrol and kerosene, and returning
with wool. Those are the three items on
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which heavy freighis are charged. If the
railways were a business undertaking, run
by private people, the freights on those
items would be reduced with the object of
defeating motor competition. This would
give them more traffic in other ways. The
argument applies to the Kanowna line as
well as to the whole State.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Private enterprise
would not give its employees three months
leave for every ten years of service,

Hon. & W. MILES: No doubt the high
freights arve partly attributable to that par-
tienlar scheme. The railways are detri-
mentally affected because of the high
freights eharged. Tf necessary the higher
rates could be charged on other lines, such
as timber, coal and firewood, which it would
not be economically sound to carry by motor
transport. In this way the charges on wool,
pefrol and kerosene could be reduced, and
more trade would go to the railways.

Hon. J. Ewing: The freights on wood and
coal are high enough.

Hon. G. W. MILES: No motor transport
could compete against the railways in the
carriage of either wood, eoal, or super. Of
course super is not carried on the Kanowna
line.

Hon. A. J. H, Saw: An increase in the
freights on super would not be very popular.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The present policy
of the railways encourages motor competi-
tion. They should impose such freights that
the motor trade could not compete. If that
had been done, the Kanowna line would
probably be running to-day. 1 think it will
be running in the future as the sheep indus-
try there is developed in the north-east. I
feel sure that the Kanowna mines will yet
produce as much gold as has come out of
them in the past.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—FERTILISERS.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 3rd October; Hon. J.
Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary
in eharge of the Bill.

Clansa 8—Publieation of list:

The CHAIRMAN: The Chief Secretary
bas a consequential amendment to move on
this clanse.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in line 8 of the clause the word
‘“July’’ be struck out, and ‘*November’’ be
inserted in lieu,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 9—Offences relating to the sale of
unvegistered fertilisers or use of unregistered
brands or names of unbranded packages:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Can this c¢lanse be
applied to the newspaper which publishes
the advertisement of an unregistered brand?
The newspaper would not know that the
brand was unregistered.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The person
advertising would be liable, and not the
newspaper.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 10 to 14—agreed to.

Clause 15—Limits of variation:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in paragraph (b), after the words
‘‘per centum’’ in line 7, the following be in-
serted :—'‘Provided that an excess of water
golulile or citrate soluble may be set off against
a deficiency of aetd soluble, and an excess of
one of the water soluble or citrate soluble
forms may be set off against a deficiency of
the other.’?

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY :
further amendment—

I move a

That the second proviso of the clause be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.1I5 to 7.30 p.m.

Clauses 16 to 18—agreed to.

Clanse 19—Sale of fertiliser not in con:
formity with standard:

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: I move an
amendment—

That in line € before *‘standard’’ the words
““minimum chemical or physical’” be inserted.
and that in line 3 before ‘‘standard,’’ the
ward ‘‘preveribed’’ be inserted,

I have conferred with the Leader of the
House and he has no objection to the amend-

ment. I have also been in touch with those
who will be directly eoncerned with the
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operations of the Bill, and they also aceept
the amendment,

Hon. H. J. Yelland:
* phvsieal standard.”

Hon, J. R. Brown: The hon. member
has been a school teacher, and should know!

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: It really
means that the manure will do what it is in-
tended. With superphosphate, for instance.
it means that it will run through the drill
and not clog in a solid mass.

Hon. H. J, YELLAND: I was under the
impression that that was the sense in which
the hon. member used the word. I would
point ont, however, that physieal eonditions
alter, and it is possible, should conditions
affeet the manure, for the manufacturers to
be held responsible. I fear that the mann-
facturers may be placed at an unfair dis-
advantage, and I think the word “physiecal”
should be omitted.

The CBIEF SECRETARY: T have re-
ceived a letter from the Director of Agricul-
ture, Mr. Sutton, in which he states that he
has consulted the Crown Solicitor, Mr.
Sayer, and he indicates in the letter that the
words should be included. In effect the
amendment has been prepared hy Mr. Sui-
ton and submitted to Mr. Sayer for his con-
gideration, and Mr. Saver has aporoved of
it.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: T went in-
to this matter with Mr., Safton and also
with the manufacturers, They consider the
amendment will improve the Bill.

Hon. H STEWART: I regard the
amendment{ as a distinet improvement. The
use of the word “physical” is necessary. A
few vears ago a good deal of superphos-
phate was imported from England. The
physical condition of some of that super-
phosphate left inuch to be desired. It was
certainly cheaper to buy than super. f.o.r.
Fremantle when other prices were taken in-
to consideration. but owing to the time the
farmers were held up in getting the manure
to Tun through the drills, it would have paid
them to buy other mannre at three or four
times the cost, for they would have been
able to get on with their work without de-
lay. T have always claimed that it was neees-
sarv to preseribe a standard having regard
to the many varving influences that affect
the condition of superphosphate.

What is meant by

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.
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Clauses 20 to 36—agreed to.

Clanse 37—Regulations:

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: I move an
amendment—

That in paragraph (g) before °‘stand-
ards,'’ the words ‘‘any minimum chemical or
physical’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed, the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 38 to 40—agreed to.

Postponed Clanse
Fertilisers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

6—Regisiration of

That the following paragraph to stand as

(¢) he added to Subelawse 3:— It is likely
to mislead a purehaser as 1o the composition
of the fertiliser.*’
Mr. Stewart asked me for an explanation
in regard to this clanse. One of the de-
finitiong of brands is ‘‘trade mark’’ and
makes provision that if a brand or a trade
mark is registered, there eannot be a new
brand registered while the previons one is
in operation,

Hon. H. STEWART: [ cannot see that,
by the registration of a different brand,
any evil can arise. A brand is a brand
and people would buy on that brand.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ask the
hon. member to read the definition of
brand. One manufaeturer or importer or
dealer ean have one trade mark and no
more.

Hon. J. R. Brown: He could have one
brand, but of one, two, or three grades.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : No, only one
grade.
Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
further amendment—

That the following be added to stand as
Subclause 5:—‘‘In this section the word
‘year’ means the period of 12 months com-
meneing on the 1st day of November and end-
ing on the 31st October.’’

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: What is the
reason for fixing this date? Most of the
orders for superphosphate are put in long
before the 1st November. It seems to me
that that date is late in the year.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The manu-
facturers waited om the Minister and re-
quested that this amendment should be
made. Originally it was July in the Bill

I move a
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Hon. B, A. STEPHENSON: I can bear
out what the Chief Seeretary bas ssid. The
manufackarers considered that July would
be unsuitable and they asked that the
month should be altered to November,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The railways
carry at a speeial rate commencing on the
Ist Dlecember and the month of November
is fixed in the Bill because the orders starf
to eome in at that fime.

Amendment put and passed, the clause,
as farther amended, agreed to.
Sehedule, Title—agreed to.

The EHATRMAN: When the Bill was
last under considerafion I put clause 7, and
state® Clanse 8. FEvidently the Clerks un-
derstood that progress was reported on
Clause 7, whereas it was reported on Claure
8. As Clanse 7 does not appear in
the Minutes as having been passed, the
President suggests thaf the Bill be formally
recommifted for the purpose of putting
Clause 7 again.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—DRIED FRUITS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Fir Commitiee,

Resumed from 26th September; Hon. J.
Cornell in the Chair, the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN:
ported en Clause 2.

Chauses 2 to 4—agreed to.

Chause 5—Re-enactment of Sectiom 20:

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: 1 move an
amendment—

Progress was Te-

That all the words from the beginn‘nt of
the clause down to and inclusive of “‘ Act.”! in
line 16, be struek out, and the following in-
gerted e lieu:—*‘Rection 17 of the prineipal
Aet w amended (a) by adding a provice to
Subscetion 1 as follows:— Provided that if
in any year the production of any elass of
dried froits in Western Australia shail be be-
low the Bfxte eonsumption the Board shall nnt
have powar to order the compulsory exporta-
tion overseas of such dried fruita.” *?

Sectian 17 states that the board shall have
power, in its absolute discretion, from
time ta time to determine where and in
what respect of quantity the output of
drie@ fruits produced in any part of the
year has to be marketed, and to take what
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ever action the bourd thinks proper ror
the purpose of enforeing such determina-
tion. As bas been pointed out, it was in-
Judicious to give such power to the Dried
Fruits Board. At the present time the
quantity of sultanas used is 325 tons. Those
figures are taken Irom the latest reports.
West:rn Australia  produced 123 tons and
that means that under ordinary conditions
we have to import 202 tons to supply the
demands of the State. If we take that on
a percentage basis it means that we pro-
duce only 38 per cent. of our total con-
sumption, and il is possible under Section
17 of the parent Act for the hoard to de-
clare that the percentage of dried frmts
shall be exported in accordance with the
Federal gquota. The ecxport quota is
80 per cent. Applying that quota to
sultanas produced here, we arrive at
the peculiar position that of the 38
per cent. of our total requirements we
shall have to export 30 per cent., thus eon-
saminy only 8 per cent. of our own pro-
doet. The 30 per cent. would then be sup-
plied to us by the Eastern States. We wounld
have fo expmt 99 tons, and import those
99 tons on top of the 202 tons we already
import from the Eastern States. To give
the board snech a power would be unwise.
My amendment is moved in the interests of
the producer. In another place it was
gtated that the board hail decided to enforee
the export trade of 80 per cent. next year,
and therefore the position T have deseribed
may be ereated. Tt should be mentioned
that the board were not unanimous in the
matter. So long as the copsumption of
dried froits of any class is not met by the
production here, wuntil loeal produetion
meets the loeal demand, the board should
not br empewered to ecompel exportation
overseas.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: T support
the amendment. The attitude the board
propose to adopt scems to me most unjust
to produeers of suitanas, and most unwise.
s o rnle, the loeal mavket is the hest mar-
ket one ean have, and the primary produeer
should be allowed to supply the loeal market
as lonz as he enn do it. Tf there was »
surplus, the board could fix the quantity to
be shipped overseas. _

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If Mr, Yel-
tand secures his object, not only will the
Bill be valuclesz bat the Aet of 1926 will

he volneless alsn.  The amendmient inter.
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leres with the diseretion granted to the
board by Seetivn 17 of the Act. The per-
sonnel of the board consists of Irunitgrow-
ers, men engaged in the industry, who will
cousider their own interests in every rye-
spect. Are they likely to exzport dried
fruits if there is a better market for them
in Western Australia? The fruit fetches
bere about double what it fetches in Lon-
don. The board could not be imagined as
doing what Mr. Yelland suggests.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: The board have al-
ready agreed to do it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then there
is another remedy. The Minister hag the
power of veto. If the necessity arose, the
Minister should be consulted, and he could
veto any decision of the hoard. Who i3 to
say whether the local production will be
beyond the State’s consumption?

Hon. H. J. Yelland: How will the board
determine what will be the State’s eonsump-
tion this year?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: My main
atgument is that men engaged in the in-
dustry copstitute the board.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: The carrying of the
amendment wonld repeal the Aet,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, most
effectually.

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: [ am ahcolutely
in accord with the Chief Secretary. This
measure must be uniform with the measures
of other States; otherwise it will be inop-
erative. At a recent meefing of sultana
rrowers of the Upper Swan district the fol-
lowine resolution was carried unanimously:

Thi= meeting of sultana growers affirms the
principle of an export avota of sul*umas, amd
snpports the proposal far the «xpeet of that
portion.

The Eastern States produce a large quan-
tity of dried fruits, and if we do not come
into line with them thev ean easily flood
the Western Australian mavrket. Tor the
last two years uo sultanas have been ex-
ported from Western Aunstralia, and T think
there is mo chance of any being exported
next year. The measnre is to run for three
vears, of which 18 months have elapsed al-
ready. Up to the precent, the work of the
hoard has been excellent. The other States
produce 55,000 tons of dried frmits vearly,
and the total Anstralion econsumption yearly
is 12,000 tons. Australia is certainly the
hest market for Anstralian dried froits, bot
the export of a certain qnantity is essen-
tial. The carrvine of the amendment would
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mean a serions set-back {o the dried fruits
industry in Western Australia, One or two
growers to whom I have spoken on the sub-
ject are absolutely in favour of this amend-
ing Bill.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The previous
speaker does not seem to understand the
vperation of the Aect. Hefore the Aet cam
into force, Woestern Australian ecurrants
could compete with Eastern States eurrants
in Eastern States markets. The Eastern
States ean only flodd our market by redue-
ing the quota, becanse the quota applies to
the oversea exportation of dried fruits. The
quantity remaining within the Eastern
States ean be sent over here. If the East-
erny States start to do that, then, having re-
duced the oversen quota, they leave n
greater surplus of currants in Western Aus-
tralia, with which surplus we can fight the
Egstern States in vegard to the sultana in-
dustry. T am only puiting vwp a case as to
our sultanas. I have no ohjection to the
oversea guota so long as we produce as much
as is required within Western Australia.
Aeccording to the statisties given us, roughly
200 tons of sultanas ecome into Western
Australia. We are not inereasing our pro-
dnetion, yet our consumption is increasing
becanse our population is inereasing, and
so as the years go on we shall be importing
more than 200 tons €rom the Bastern States.
Yet the hon. member says be is in favour of
exporting some of a commodity that we can
consume here, just in order that we might
have the benefit of that market.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: I do not think
he said that,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The board has
decided to export some of the produet next
vear. How can we be expected to export
a eommodity all of which we can consume
here? We are justified in saying that in
these circumstances we shall not export.
Afier all, the amendment is only a proviso
restrieting the ahsolute diseretion of the
board in exportation of commodities re-
quired in the State.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Chief Secretary
has told you the Minister has power fo veto.

Hon. H., J. YELLAND: But I do not
wish to leave it to the power of the Minister.
T say we have the right to restriet the dis-
¢retion of the board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: From ihe
very heginning it was realised that oceasions
would arise when, perhaps, it would be
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necessary to have some controlling tribunal.
Parliament =aid it should be the Minister.
This provision, eontained in Section 31 of
the Dried Fruits Aet of 1926, was passed
bv both Houses of Parliament. Those with
reason to complain of the administration of
the bhoard should approach the Minister,
who will consult his expert officers and have
a thorough investigation into the matter in
the interests, not only of the growers, hut
of all Western Australia.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: X wish to ask the
Chief Seeretary whether the board were ap-
pointed by the Government or elected by
the growers, and whether the Bill is in ae-
cordance with the wishes of the board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : TUhntil
evervthing was in proper order, the board
were appointed by the Government, but
afterwards they were elected by the grow-
ers. As to the Bill being in accordance with
the wishes of the board, whea I approached
the Department of Agrienlture in relation
to the measure, 1 was told the department
Lad nothing whatever to do with it, and
that T wonld have to consult the board.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses G to 16—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bilil reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—ABATTOIRS ACT AMEND-
MENT,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 2nd October.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West—in reply} [8.25]:
In reply to eriticisms, I wish o say that
permits for the slaughtering of pigs away
from abattoirs are issued by the Minister,
and then only where the slaughtering and
inspection ean be thoroughly eontrolled.
Tt is not intcnded to alter that procedure.
The inspection of slaughtering places under
permit is just as thorough as the inspection
at the metropolitan abattoirs.  Before a
permit is issued, the premises are inspected
by an officer of the Public Health Depart-
ment, who sees to it that all the require-
ments as to drainage and the handling of
the meat after slaughtering are provided
for. No diffienlty is expected in this diree-
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tion, as the importance of inspection, par-
ticularly of pigs, is fully reeognised,

Hon, J. J. Holmes: It was not the clean-
liness of the premises I was alluding to,
but disease in the animal itself.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The in-
spection is just as thorough in every respeet
as it is in the metropolitan abattoirs. As
to the saleyards, the public saleyards in the
metropolitan areas of Melbourne, Adelaide
and Sydney are under the control of the
respective abattoir authorities, Mr, Holes
referred to charges made at abattoirs and
at saleyards. Regarding the abattoirs, his
remarks were searcely relevant, because the
charges have been imposed by an Aet that
was agreed to by this Chamber. All that
the Bill before ns does is to give authority
to do something we have been doing for a
considerable time past. Our present charges
for sheep are 1%4d. per head, and for cattie
at Midland Junction 9d. per head, while
for cattle at Fremantle the charge is 6d.
per head. These charges compare favour-
ably with those in the other Siates. For
instance, in Adelaide the charges are, sheep
1d., cattle 1s. 6d. Tt is the intention of the
Government to reduce the charges for sheep
as the slaughterings at Midland Junction in-
crease. For the year ended 30th June last
the average yardings at Midland Junction
for sheep and lambs was 9,936 per week.
It would cost no more to yard twice that
number, and so when that stage is reached,
and the revenue from that =ource is doubled,
it will be a simple matter to reduece
the charges proportionately. Last year
we erected for the sheep yards af
Midland Junction a building in which
concrete was used as much as possible.
The floor of the yards is of comerete and
the whole of the posts are of reinforced con-
ercte. The opinion expressed by fhe trade
is that this block of yards is equal to or
better than anything in the Commonweaith,
and they have given such satisfaction that
it is proposed as soon as funds are avail-
able to build the whole of the yards in that
manner. 'The initial cost may be a littles
higher, but it is eonsidered that the main-
tenanee eost will he =0 low that i will easily
warrant the additional expense. It is pro-
posed to do one seetion each year so that
no increase in the charges will be necessary
to meet the added eost. The prineipal reason
for the amendment regarding the saleyards
is that it will protect the money that the
Government are called upon to spend each
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year to meef the requirements of the trade.
Every care has been taken to see that the
expenditure to meef the requirements of]
buyers and sellers shall not be undertaken
in such a manner as to overcapitalise the
concern or necessitate the raising of charges
to meet interest, depreciation and working
expenses. The authorities controlling the
metropolitan abatfoirs in the Eastern States
have all been vested with the power we scck
under this Bill and for the same reason that
I bave just given. Mr, Holmes made some
remarks about the cost of slaughtering that
were nof relevant to the Bill, but I referred
his statements to the departmentt and I
propose to reply to them. Mr. Holmes
stated that it eost 34d. per lb. to slaughter
stock under Government conditions and 2d.
per b, to distribute it. The Government
charges are for the use of the abattoirs and
the provision of all facilities for the
butchers to do their own work there. For
the year ended the 30th June last stoek
was slanghtered at the metropolitan abat-
toirs at Midland Junetion and Fremantle as
follows :—Cattle, 29,284; sheep, 382,053;
pigs, 11,612; and calves 950. The amount
collected for slaughtering charges was
£22,976. On the assumption that the cattle
weighed 580 Ibs., dressed, thaf sheep and
lambs averaged 35 lbs, pigs 70 lbs., and
calves 80 lhs., the charge raised by the Gov-
ernment for supervising and inspecting the
whole of the meat in the interests of the con-
sumer was slightly wvnder one-sixth of a
penny per lb.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That is cash, but
what do you take in kind¥

The HONORARY MINTSTER: It must
not be forgotten that for that amount the
butchers get 24 hours” free storaze and their
meat chilled. By no stretch of imagination
ean it be said that the Government charee
is caleulated to raise the price of meat as
was stated by Mr. Holmes. Whatever other
charge is passesl on to the consumer is the
cost to the butcher of the slanghtermen’s
wages and of distribution. T helieve onr
charges here compare more than favourably -
with those of anv ofther State of the Com-
monwealth, Mr. Holmes said that two sh-
attoirs in the vieinity of Robb's Jetty ‘were
standine idle, and butehers were foreed to
send their stoek to GQovernment ahattoirs to
he slanghtered and to pay the charges
raised bv the Government. All the world
over in the interests of the consumers
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slaughtering in the main cities is eentralised
This is done in order that proper super-
vision may be exercised from a bealth point
of view. In doing what has already been
done, this State is only keeping in line with
the rest of the world.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
at decentralisation.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It does
nothing of the sort. As to Mr. Holmes’
statement regarding the amount of money
paid by the Anchorage Butchers, that has
nothing to do with the Bill.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It shows the effect
of the Government monopoly.

The HONQORARY MINISTER: The
charges, considering the number of stock
slaughtered, compare very favourably with
those of other parts of Australia. As our
killing increases, so those charges can be
lowered wuntil we nultimately reach o
stage when the slanghtering charges
at the Government abattoirs in the
metropolitan area will be lower than those
of any other part of the Commonweslth.
At the rate our population is inereasing I
think I am right in saying that in the near
future the number of stock slanghtered will
be dounble that at present, and when we
reach that stage the charges can be lowered
proportionately. The charges now being
raised against the butchers are passed on to
the publie, and the amount that the Govern-
ment receive for the provision of premises,
inspection, ete., and for seeing that the pub-
lie are properly protected and that nothing
but wholesome meat is supplied is not more
than one-sixth of a penny per lb. Those
charges have been approved by this House,
and are not affected by this Bill. To intro-
duce that question I eonsider was irrelevant,
but I thought that in view of the apparent
seriousness of the position as represented by
Mr. Holmes, it was desirable that the actual
facts should be obfained from the depart-
ment, From the statements made by Mr.
Hohnes, T understand he has a brief for one
particular firm, and that firm has the right
to kill under whichever scale it chooses.
Since the Anchorage Butchers have been
foreed to kill in the Government abattoirs
they are on the same level as every other
butcher slaughtering in the metropolitan
area, That did not apply when they wera
allowed to slaughter in their own premises.
When they were slanghtering in their own
premises, ] believe they had an unfair ad-

But your Bill aims

1113

vantage over the rest of the trade, but now
that they are slaughtering in the Govern-
ment abattoirs, they are in the same position
as other butchers, One or two other re
marks made by Mr. Holmes have been re-
ferred to the departments concerned—state-
ments relating to State Shipping Service
and to the Wyndham Meat Works, Mr.
Holmes spoke of the State Shipping Service
refusing to aceept GO0 beasts from Wynd-
ham to Fremantle at a freight of £5 per
head. He said this was one way of
bolstering up State trading concerns. The
hon. member knows as well as I do that the
Wyndham Meat Works were established for
the benefit of cattle growers in the East
Kimberleys. 1f the catile growers there ex-
ported their livestock to Fremantle or else-
where, there would not be sufficient eattle to
keep the Wyndham Meat Works going, 1
am advised it is correct that the State Ship-
ping Service had an offer to carry 600 head
of stock from Wyndham to Fremantle at £5
per head, and it also bad an offer of 600
head from Derby to Fremantle at £4 10s.
per head. The Derby offer was accepted in
preference to the other. The hon. memher
said that was one way of bolstering up the
State Shipping Service. If one takes the
hon, member’s figures without reference to
any other faector, they show that the State
Shipping Service lost £300 over the trans-
action.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: 1 did not say to
bolster up the State Shipping Service. T
said it was creating a monopoly at Wynd-
bham,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member’s words were “By such means are
the profits of the State Shipping Service
increased at the expense of the public.” Yet
the hon. member’s own figures show that,
taking no other factor into consideration,
the State Shipping Service lost £300 by re-
fusing to lift the G600 head of cattle from
Wyndham. :

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I will come back to
that question later.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member referred to 120 tons of frozen meat
that it was desired should be shipped from
Wyndham to Fremantle by a boat coming
down the coast fo pick up wool. T had in-
quiries made about that statement, bnt the
department bas no knowledge of the faets.
Neither has the management of the Wynd-
ham Meat Works at any time made such a
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request, and consequently it appears that
the hon. member has been misinformed. If
he would only supply more details we might
be able to trace the facts, but the manage-
ment of the meat works deelares that it has
no knowledge of the matter. Mr. Holmes
said the Wyndham Meat Works paid the
men what they demanded and paid what it
liked for the eattle,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Well, that is so. It is
known by everybody.

The HONORARY MINISTER : We do
not pay the employees at the meat works
what they demand. We pay rates that com-
pare favourably with those paid by our
Queensland competitiors under arbitration
court awards. We pay full export values
for caitle, move than our North Queensland
competitors pay for cattle that give better
yields of beef and tallow, Those are facts
that cannot be controverted.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: It is just as well yon
have the last say.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Xo doubt
1he hon. member will have another oppor-
tunity in Committee if he has anything
else to add. [ am only giving informativn
supplied to me in reply to the statements
ke made. While he did not give any ae-
tial detail regarding the charges or state-
ments he made. § considered them of sulfi-
cient importanee to get whatever informa-
tion the department had to offer in reply
The information T have Jjust given the
Hounse is the information supplied by the
department. Under the Bill we are asking
for n‘:)thiug but what the Government in
every other State of the Commonwealth
has at present, When the original Abat-
toirs Bill was drafted, the mention of sale-
yards was omitted. It should have been
ineluded. During the whole of this period
the Government have been making charges
withont statntory authority. All we are
asking is that the Governmnent shall be al-
lowed to do this legally. They are making
certain exeeptions’ in regard to slanghter-
ing, particulacly of pigs. We believe it
is only right that the small man, who is
killing one or two pizs per week, and en-
deavouring to build np the industry, shall
be given every encouragement. We are
also providing that, no matter where the
pigs ave slaughtered, and what permit way
be given, every possible precaution shall
be taken to see that the place is not oniy
kept in proper order, but that the condi-

[COUNCIL.)

tions shall be as stringent as they are now
at the metropolitan abattoirs in Alidland
Junction. 1 hope tbe House will give the
{overninent the power asked for. I com-
mend the Bill to members. If Mr.
Holmes has any Ffurther eriticism to offer,
I hope he will do so in Committee. If he
cares to submit actual details of the
complaints he voiced on the second read-
ing, I shall be only too pleased to have
ingquiries made and endeavour to satisfy
bhim on all points.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. .J. Cornell in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in eharge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to ;3—agreed to.
Clause 4—Amendment of Section 6:

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The Honorary
Minister would lead us fo believe that I
was apposed to every elause. 1 insisted
that if the Govermnent granted people ex-
enaptions to slanghter elsewhere than in
the metropolitan abattoirs, they should
provide proper inspection of the wmeat and
see that it was branded before being al-
lowed to go into consumption. The elean-
liness of the premises iz another matter.
Pigs earry disease, such as tuberculosis in
the throat and head, and it would be erimn-
inal to allow the carcases to go into conm-
sumption bhefore they had been properly
passed.

Hon. J. Nieholson:
guard in the Bill,

Hon. J. J.  HOLMES: I want fo belp
the onorary Minister. e will find that
if he takes the adviee and assistance of
those who know something about the mai-
ter, he will aet along much better.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
meat will be inspeetel jnst as thoroughly
as it is at the metropnlitan abattoirs. The
same standard will be maintained every-
wlere as is maintained there. Permits
will not he issued indiseriminately, and
averything will be done under proper in-
spection.

Hon. J. J.HOLMES: The Bill proposes
to give the Government a monopoly of
saleyards in the metropolitan area. T have
shown what a monopoly at the Wyndham

There i5 no safe-
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Meat Works and the metropolitan abat-
toirs means, and it is now proposed to ap-
ply the same principle to saleyards. 1
welcome the idea of pigs being slaughtered
at the convenience of the grower, sub-
jeet to proper inspection, and to the Gov-
ernment having statutory authority to im-
pose charges. But I object to the Govern-
ment having a mouepoly of the saleyards
and then seeking to impose whatever
charges they like without competition.
This is only another step in the direction
of Government monopoly. I agree that the
present charges are reasonable, but will
they remain so if we pass the Bill? [
move an amendment—

That pavagraph (C2) be struck out.

The HONURARY MINISTER: This
paragraph will give the Government no
more power than they have to-day. All
sales are eonducted at present in the sale-
yards at Midland Junection and Robb's
Jetty.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
own all Lthe yards?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No. As
the yarding increases so will the price for
yarding deerease. Yarding must de-
crease as time goes on. Tt will cost
very little more to yard twice the number
of stock that is yarded to-day. The Gov-
ernment do not intend to inerease the pres-
ent fees, which are satisfactory. Mileh
eows, horses and stud stock are exempted by
this paragraph, and there is no desire to in-
terfere with private yards where such stock
is sold. The Minister will also have the
vight to grant a license to anyone else who
may wish to establish saleyards. Sales on
farms may also be exempted. Of course, a
farmer will not be able to conduet on his
property a sale of stoek belonging to some-
one clse. Tt is essential that the paragraph
be retained. The Government are eom-
mitted to the expenditure of a fairly large
sum of money each year, and they main-
tain the present saleyards in such a way
that they are giving satisfaction to every-
one concerned. I hope that the Committee
will not agree to thn amendment, more par-
ticularly in view of the fact that it is not
desired to make any alteration in the pres-
ent position, and that for several years the
Government’s activities have been satisfac-
tory. The Government have no desire to
effect any alterations in the existing condi-
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tions. The paragraph sought to he deleted
merely gives the Government power to de
what they have been doing, apart from the
eXemptions I have already mentioned.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am stating the
position aceurately when I say that the Gov-
ernment own the saleyards at Midland
Junetion, and that the saleyards at Fre-
mantle are owned by private individuals
and leased by the Government, We can
imagine the position of owners of private
saleyards if the Bill goes through and the
(Gtovernment seeure a monopoly. In accord-
ance with custom, as evidenced in connec-
tion with Government monopolies in this
State, n pistol will be held at the head of
each private owner.

The Honorary Minister:
fair staterent,

Houn. J. J. HOLMES: 1 can only say that
that is what has happened elsewhere. The
people T represent at Wyndham know ex-
aetly what a Government monopoly means;
the people of the metropolitan area will
know exaetly what it means if we give the
Government the sole right to conduct sale-
yards. It is all very well to say that the
charges levied are moderate, but no mon-
opoly exists so far! I shall say no more.
Hon. members can realise for themselves
what is likely to happen.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

That is not a

Ayes 11
Noes . 4
Majority for .. o T
AYES,
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. E. Rose
Hon. W, T. Glashesn Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. E. H, H. Hall Hoa. H. A. Btephenson
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, H. J. Yelland
Hon. A, Lovekin Hon. G, A. Kempton
Hon. J. Nicholson (Tatler.)
NOES.
Hon. J. M, Drew Hon, W. H. Kitson
, Hon. G. Frager Hon. B, H. Gray
{Telier.)

Amendment thus passed,

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.
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ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL SHOW.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M,
Drew—Central} [9.71: I move—

That the [louse at its rising adjowurn until
Thursday next.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.8 p.m.

Aegislative #Hssembly,
Tuesday, 9th October, 1928.

Mt. Leonora electorate, seat declared vacant

Annual Estimates, geueml debate 1118
Bills: Wheat Bngx 2R Com. 1127
Town Planning, 1134
Proﬂbeerln%a}?revent.ian, R, 1136
Land Age 21, referred to Belect Committee ... 1139
Group Settlement Act Amendmentr Com .‘R/eparb 1139
Adjournment ; Boyal Show ... 1145
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pm., and read prayers.

MT. LEONORA ELECTORATE.
Seat Declared Vacant.

THE SPEAKER [4.33]: [ have received
the certificate of the death of a member—

We the undersigned, being two members of
the Legislative Assembly, do hereby certify
that Thomag John Heron, a member of the
said House serving for the Mount Leonora
district, died upen the 3rd day of Oectober,
1928, and we give you this notice to the intent
that you issue a writ for the election of a
member to supply the vacaney enused by the
death of the said Thomas John Heron. Given
under our hands this 9th day of Oetober,

1928,  (Signed) A. H. Panton, C. P. Wans-
brough.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. tJollier—
Boulder) [4.34]: T move—

That the House reselves that owing to the
death of Thomas John Heron, Jate memper
for Mount Leonora, the Mount Leonora seat

he declared vaeant. s

Question put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1923-29.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 27th September
ou the Treasurer’s Finanecial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Lutey in the
Chair.

Veote-—Legislative Council, £1.700:

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.37]: First therc is occasion to be
gratified because the waterside trouble is
over at Fremantle and we cghall veturn
fo normal eonditions there. Everybody
throughout the State will rejoice that (he
trouble is over. It has held up trade and
work for the past month. Another matter
to which I wish (o refer is the unfor{nnate
retirement of Colonel Pope, Commissioner
of Railways, who has filled that position for
some nine years with great satisfaction to
the people of the country and particularly
to the workers on the railways. Colonel
Pope has shown himself a strong, firm, fair
man, and very eapable. He has had the
whole of the railway staff working with him,
very mueh to the advantage of the State.
We muost all regret that ill-health is the
cause of his retirement, and I am sure Min-
isters regret the retirement just as sinecerely
as anyone else. My Government had some
years' experience of Colonel Pope. All who
have had to do with ki must realise that
in Colonel Pope-the State bad a loyal offi-
cial and a very c¢apable administrator. He
was appointed, hon, members will recollect,
from the service, oceupying then not a par-
ticularly high position. I hope that when
it eomes to the appointment of a Com-
missioner, we shall not go outside Western
Australin.  There is always some risk In
bringing in a stranger, particularly in such
a service as the Railway Department. In
making all appointments we must remember
that our duty is to do the best we can for
the State, regardless of individuals. It is
the duty of Ministers to do that, and I am
sure they will. However, T hope that within
the service someonc will be found capable
of filling the vaeancy. That, of course, re-
mains to be seen upon inquiry. Now I
come to this dry-as-dust doeument, the
Aonual Estimates. The Premier, in deliv-
ering the Budget Speech, made the best of
a bad ease; and now I shall try to stale
the facts.



